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happen in Russia in the days and weeks
ahead, and I don’t want to say anything now
which might constrict my field of decision
in ways that would not be in the interest of
the United States or of freedom and market
reform in Russia.

So I wish I could say more, but I can’t.
All I can tell you is I’m working like crazy
to get ready for that meeting with President
Yeltsin. I’m going to do what I can and mobi-
lize what forces I can, public and private, in
the United States to support the march of
progress in Russia. And I’m going to hope
and pray that all those who want the same
thing will be in there pushing with us.

Last question.

North Korea
Q. Can you give us any more insight into

what the situation is in North Korea, whether
you believe they do have nuclear capability?
If so, where did they get it from, and what
leverage the United States might have in ad-
dressing this issue?

The President. I cannot answer your exact
question. I can tell you that I, personally, and
speaking for the Government, the United
States is very concerned and very dis-
appointed that North Korea has at least for
the time being chosen to eject the IAEA in-
spectors and to withdraw from the inter-
national regime of which they are part.

The board of directors of the IAEA is
meeting on Wednesday. They will make a
statement at that time, and I will make a re-
sponse. There are 3 months still to go, and
as you know, any country that wants to with-
draw is bound for 3 months. I hope that
North Korea will reconsider its decision. I
think there is a genuine impulse among the
peoples of North Korea and South Korea,
among the peoples to see a reduction in ten-
sions and an increase in commerce and com-
munication and contact. And I’m very dis-
turbed by this turn of events. But I’m hoping
that it will not be a permanent thing. There
are several weeks ahead when North Korea
might reverse its decision. I hope they will
do so, because we simply cannot back up on
the determination to have the IAEA inspec-
tions proceed there.

The answers to your questions could only
be found in complete and thorough and on-
going investigations by the IAEA, either in
North Korea or any other country where
these questions are asked. And I’m hoping
very, very much that they will reconsider
their decision and permit the inspectors to
come again.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President’s sixth news conference
began at 2:02 p.m. in the East Room at the White
House.

Announcement of Nomination for
Five Sub-Cabinet Posts
March 15, 1993

President Clinton announced today his in-
tention to nominate Sally Katzen to be Ad-
ministrator of the OMB’s Office of Informa-
tion and Regulatory Affairs, and James Allen,
Yvonne Santa Anna, and Victor Raymond to
be Assistant Secretaries of Veterans Affairs
for Human Resources and Administration,
Public and Intergovernmental Affairs, and
Policy and Planning, respectively. He also ap-
pointed Mary Ann Campbell to chair the Na-
tional Women’s Business Council, of which
she is currently a member.

‘‘Each of the individuals I am calling on
today has had a distinguished career in which
they have proven themselves in both private
and public enterprises,’’ said the President.
‘‘I am proud that they are joining me in the
Federal Government.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to a
Meeting With Congressional Leaders
March 16, 1993

Q. Mr. President, do you think you can
really afford to cut the defense budget with
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what’s happening in Russia? Cut it as much
as you want to?

The President. Well, I think we’re going
to have hearings about it. We’re going to have
to see. We’ll have to cut it some. We can’t
meet the deficit reduction targets if we don’t.

What’s happening in Russia may or may
not present an additional threat to our secu-
rity, but what we hope we can do is to keep
democracy and economic reform going. And
I think there’s an almost unanimous feeling
in the Congress that we ought to do that.
We’re bipartisan, and that’s one of the issues
I want to discuss here today.

Q. Senator Dole said last night that instead
of choosing Al Gore to reinvent Government,
you should have chosen Ross Perot. What
do you think of that?

The Vice President. I can’t believe he’d
say that. [Laughter]

The President. If I said what I thought,
it would be a story. I don’t want to do that.
[Laughter]

NOTE: The exchange began at 9:47 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of this
exchange.

Remarks With President Jean-
Bertrand Aristide of Haiti and an
Exchange With Reporters
March 16, 1993

President Clinton. I’d like to make a brief
statement and then invite President Aristide
to make a statement. And then we’ll answer
questions.

It’s been a great honor for all of us to have
President Aristide and members of his gov-
ernment and the Ambassador from Haiti to
the United States here in the Oval Office
today. And we wanted to have the oppor-
tunity to speak to the American people and
to the people of Haiti from the Oval Office
to emphasize how important it is to me per-
sonally and to the United States to restore
democracy in Haiti and to restore President
Aristide as the elected leader of that country.

To those who have blocked the restoration
of democracy, I want to make it clear in the
strongest possible terms that we will not now

or ever support the continuation of an illegal
government in Haiti and that we want to step
up dramatically the pace of negotiations to
restore President Aristide under conditions
of national reconciliation and mutual respect
for human rights with a program of genuine
economic progress.

The Secretary of State has named an expe-
rienced diplomat, Mr. Lawrence Pezzullo,
who is here now, to be his special representa-
tive in Haiti, to work with the Caputo mission
through the United Nations and the Organi-
zation of American States to push forward
with a rapid settlement of these issues. I
would urge the de facto government of Haiti
and the military officials in that country and
police officials to support this process. Any
opposition, any delay will only result in
stronger measures taken by the United States
and more difficulty and hardship for the peo-
ple of Haiti, who have been the innocent suf-
ferers in this whole sad saga.

I look forward to working with President
Aristide. I look forward to the success of Mr.
Pezzullo. And I want to make it clear that
the United States is committed strongly to
a much more aggressive effort to restore Mr.
Aristide to his Presidency and to, over the
long run, work with the people of Haiti to
restore conditions of economic prosperity.

I am prepared to commit the United States
to its fair portion of a 5-year, multinational
$1 billion effort to rebuild the Haitian econ-
omy. And we are going to begin on this
project in earnest now.

I’d like to now invite President Aristide
to make whatever remarks he would like to
make, and then open the floor for your ques-
tions.

President Aristide. Mr. President Clin-
ton, we are delighted to be here with you,
with the Vice President, Secretary of State,
Ambassador Pezzullo. We want to thank you
on behalf of the Haitian people for your sup-
port. We want to thank you for what you just
said. That went directly to the heart of the
Haitian people working peacefully for the
restoration of democracy.

I grasp this opportunity to thank the Amer-
ican people for their solidarity, because with
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